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Pendle Witches

Leaflet No 1

More Road Trails…
This Pendle Witches Scenic Road Trail is one of three wonderful scenic road trails. 
The other two trails are equally fascinating and pass through some magnificent 
countryside. Trail 2 is called Brontës and Browsing and covers Colne and its famous 
son Wallace Hartley, bandmaster of the Titanic as well as Charlotte Brontës Ferndean 
Manor from Jane Eyre in Wycoller. Trail 3 is called Boats and Beams covering the 
West Craven area of Pendle. For copies of the other trails call (01282) 856186 or go 
to www.visitpendle.com

More information
More information is available about Pendle including Discover Pendle a visitor and 
accommodation guide. There is also a Pendle Witches Walking Trail and a longer 
Pendle Witches Road Trail to Lancaster. For copies of these guides please contact 
(01282) 856186, or email: tourism@pendle.gov.uk.

This trail was produced by the Tourism Unit of Pendle Borough Council.
www.visitpendle.com
Graphic design by The Communications Team, Pendle Borough Council  iJb_3130 3/13
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Ribble Valley
Borough Council

Visitor & Accommodation Guides are 
available free for each area by contacting the 
numbers below.

Lancaster
Visitor Information Centre
The Storey, Meeting House Lane, 
Lancaster, LA1 1TH
Tel: (01524) 582394
Email: lancastervic@lancaster.gov.uk
www.visitlancaster.co.uk

Ribble Valley
Clitheroe Visitor Information Centre
Ribble Valley Borough Council
Church Walk, Clitheroe, BB7 2RA
Tel: (01200) 425566
Email: tourism@ribblevalley.gov.uk

Pendle
Discover Pendle Centre
Tel: (01282) 856186
Tourist Information Centre, 
Barnoldswick.
Tel: (01282) 666704
Pendle Herritage Centre
Tel: (01282) 677150
Email: tourism@pendle.gov.uk
www.visitpendle.com

Lancaster

Clitheroe
Pendle

Manchester

London

Finding out more

Pendle

Once the home of wolves and wild boar, it is still an 

untamed place, full of mystery,

On the Trail of the Pendle Witches

Beneath Pendle Hill are the tiny hamlets 
and farms which played a part in the true 
story of the Pendle Witches. It is a story 
which still haunts the traveller today. 
How did nine villagers come to be found 
guilty of witchcraft? And why does 
mystery still surround them even though 
their trial is one of the best documented in 
the world?

On the Trail you will find out about that

fateful year of 1612. You will explore the old 

villages under Pendle Hill where events took 

place. Then you’ll follow the lonely road the 

Pendle Witches took through the Ribble Valley 

to Lancaster Castle where they stood trial. Along 

the way there are places to visit which help piece 

together a mystery which is almost 400  

years old.

The wild beauty of the landscape makes this 

one of the most unspoilt journeys in England.  

You won’t forget the breathtaking drive up the 

narrow Trough of Bowland and the dramatic 

descent into the historic City of Lancaster.

There are an astonishing variety of views which 

span the hills above the River Hodder and take 

in the Lake District mountains and the sea.

The 45 miles can be followed by car, minibus or 

bike. Make the most of the experience by taking 

at least three days, staying at guest houses, hotels 

or farmhouses along the way. There are places 

to visit and many walks to enjoy including the 

classic climb up Pendle Hill.

PENDLE HILL RISES ABOVE THE ANCIENT HUNTING 

GROUND CALLED THE FOREST OF BOWLAND, 

Old Pendle, Old Pendle thou standest alone
‘Twixt Burnley and Clitheroe, Whalley and Colne

Where the Hodder and the Ribble’s fair waters do meet 
with Barley and Downham content at thy feet.

Folksong by Milton-Allan

Downham village and Pendle Hill

T
he Year

1612
T

he P
endle W

itches lived at
a turbulent tim

e in E
ngland’s 

history. I
t w

as an era of 
religious persecution and 
superstition.

 J
am

es I
 w

as K
ing and he lived 

in fear of rebellion. H
e had 

survived the G
unpow

der P
lot of 

1605 w
here the C

atholic plotters 
had tried to blow

 up the H
ouses of 

P
arliam

ent in an attem
pt to destroy 

his P
rotestant rule. 

H
is fear and anger brought a 

backlash of harsher penalties against 
anyone keeping the C

atholic faith. 

H
is suspicious nature led

to an obsession w
ith

 
W

itchcraft.
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E
ngland w

as a country divided and the county 
of Lancashire, w

hich had long been a C
atholic 

stronghold, w
as under the eye of suspicion. 

T
he E

arl of D
erby had described the 

county in 1583 as ‘this so unbridled 
and bad an handful of E

ngland’. T
he 

confession by tw
o of the gunpow

der 
plotters that they w

ere going to start 
a rising in Lancashire against the 
K

ing added to Lancashire’s reputation 
as a dangerous, law

less place. In 1612 
the K

ing ordered Justices of the Peace 
in Lancashire to report anyone w

ho did not 
take Protestant com

m
union in church and prosecute 

them
. T

he dividing line betw
een m

agic and religion 
w

as not clear cut in the 17th century. Protestants often 
spoke of C

atholic practices as a form
 of conjuring, and 

considered their prayers as charm
s.

K
ing Jam

es  w
as obsessed w

ith w
itchcraft and his book 

D
aem

onology show
ed local m

agistrates w
hat to look for 

w
hen tracking dow

n w
itches after m

aking the 
practice of w

itchcraft a capital offence.

Local m
agistrates becam

e zealous in 
their pursuit of w

itchcraft, know
ing 

that convictions w
ould find them

 
favour w

ith the K
ing. W

hen the 
Pendle W

itches w
ere put on trial a 

London court clerk, T
hom

as Potts w
as 

asked to m
ake a record of the trial to send 

around the country as a w
arning and a guide 

on finding evidence of w
itchcraft. T

he docum
ent 

w
as dedicated to Sir T

hom
as K

nyvet - the m
an w

ho 
arrested G

uy Faw
kes in the cellars beneath the H

ouses 
of Parliam

ent in the year 1605.

•
 

T
he starting point for the Pendle W

itch Trail is at Pendle  
 

H
eritage C

entre, in B
arrow

ford near N
elson.

•
  

Follow
 the A

682 out of B
arrow

ford to B
lacko. 

 
T

urn left at the sign to R
oughlee.

•
 

A
t the crossroads carry straight on to N

ew
church.

•
  

T
urn right past W

itches G
alore, go up the hill.

•
  

K
eep straight on through B

arley V
illage past the Pendle  

 
Inn, the road bends sharp left to D

ow
nham

.

•
  

G
o past the A

ssheton A
rm

s and follow
 the road to the left, 

 
and keep left.

•
  

T
urn left to C

litheroe follow
ing the A

671.

•
  

Follow
 signs for the C

astle &
 M

useum
 and take tim

e to  
 

explore this historic m
arket tow

n. W
halley A

bbey is just 4  
 

m
iles from

 C
litheroe and m

akes a w
orthw

hile diversion.  
 

T
hen take the B

6478 to W
addington and the Trough of  

 
B

ow
land.

•
  

Follow
 signs to N

ew
ton, past the Parker A

rm
s (B

6478).

•
  

In N
ew

ton V
illage turn left to D

unsop B
ridge.

•
  

G
o through D

unsop B
ridge then turn right to the Trough  

 
of B

ow
land and Lancaster.

•
  

Follow
 signs to Lancaster.

•
   

A
t G

olgotha V
illage turn right, follow

 C
ity C

entre signs.

•
  

W
hen in Lancaster C

ity C
entre follow

 brow
n signs for  

 
C

astle, P
riory and M

useum
s.

•
  

From
 the C

ity C
entre, turn left at D

alton Square in front  
 

of the Tow
n H

all and follow
 signs to C

litheroe via the   
 

Trough of B
ow

land.

•
  

A
fter the Trough of B

ow
land turn left to D

unsop B
ridge  

 
and at N

ew
ton pass through the village and turn right   

 
follow

ing signs to C
litheroe. Pass through W

addington.

•
  

O
n arrival in C

litheroe follow
 signs for C

astle and M
useum

  
 

and take tim
e to explore this historic m

arket tow
n. W

halley  
 

A
bbey is just 4 m

iles from
 C

litheroe and m
akes a  

 
 

w
orthw

hile diversion.

•
  

O
n departure follow

 the m
ain street to the A

671 to 
 

 
C

hatburn.

•
  

T
urn right in front of H

udsons Ices, follow
ing the road  

 
dow

n through D
ow

nham
 going left after the bridge to clim

b  
 

the hill.

•
  

Follow
 road to B

arley and follow
 signs to B

urnley.

•
  

G
o through N

ew
church in Pendle. T

urn left past W
itches  

 
G

alore dow
n Jinny Lane. A

t the crossroads go straight on to  
 

R
oughlee.

•
  

D
rive past B

ay H
orse pub in R

oughlee and at the end of the  
 

road turn right through B
lacko into B

arrow
ford w

here the  
 

Trail finishes at Pendle H
eritage C

entre.

P
lease use these directions w

ith a road atlas or O
.S. M

ap.
T

he route is not suitable for coaches.
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Return completed form with cheque to: 
Discover Pendle Centre
Vivary Way, Colne,
Lancashire, BB8 9NW

I enclose a cheque for £  payable to:
Pendle Borough Council.
Mastercard/Visa/Maestro No. 
Expires
Name
Address

Post Code 
Tel

There are many fascinating guides and books 
about the Pendle Witches.

The following are available by post or by calling with 
a credit/debit card to (01282) 856186. Prices include 
Postage & Packing within the UK.

Publications
Pendle Witches – Walter Bennett  £3.00 
Mist Over Pendle – Robert Neill  £7.30 
Wonderful Discoverie of Witches in the  
Countie of Lancaster – Thomas Potts  £8.25 
Pendle Witches DVD  £16.20 
Pendle photographic book – Alastair Lee  £16.80 

Walks & Cycle Rides
Six Circular Walks in Pendle   £3.00 
Pendle Way   £3.00 
Pendle Three Peaks  £0.75 
Walks in Lancashire Witch Country  £8.48 
Blackburn, Accrington, Burnley A-Z  £6.80 
OS Map Forest of Bowland  £9.30 
OS Map South Pennines  £9.30 
Bowland by Bike  FREE 

Witch Trails
Walking with Witches Walking Trail  FREE 
Witches Road Trail  (shorter version)  FREE 

Many of these guides above are also available to buy 
online from www.visitlancaster.co.uk

Bus service to Barley call Traveline 0870 608 2608.

More information is available about Pendle in the the guides
we produce, including a Visitor and Accommodation Guide to
the area. Also available are two road trails covering the story
of the witches and a witches DVD. For copies of these guides
and for information on other walking routes in Pendle,
contact (01282) 661981, or email: tourism@pendle.gov.uk

Witch Way to Pendle...Ten Amazing Witch Facts

The word witch comes from the Anglo-
Saxon "Wicca" or "Wise one".

Wicca used their "magic" in pagan rites to
bring good harvests.

By the 14th Century people saw a sinister
side to witchcraft.

Unmarried or widowed women would
use their reputation as healers to earn a
living.

In the 15th Century witches were
portrayed flying, astride wolves, goats
and even a shovel, before the
broomstick became a common image.

It was thought that the sound of church
bells could bring down flying witches.

One technique, to prove whether a
person was a witch, "swimming" or
"ducking", was explained in a book
written by James I.

James I also
recommended

looking for the devil’s marks on suspected
witches. Marks such as birthmarks could be
seen as the devil sealing his covenant or
compact with the suspect.

The Witch’s hat was an exaggeration of 17th
Century Puritan hats. Points were associated
with the horns of the devil.

Matthew Hopkins was dubbed the English
"Witchfinder General" after starting his work
in 1645. He was responsible for the hanging
of 68 witches.

Pendle Hill rises majestically above an ancient hunting ground,
once the home of wolves and wild boar,a wild and mysterious
place.Beneath the hill lie pretty villages which tell a story of
intrigue and witchcraft nearly 400 years old.

Many novels have been written about the world famous Pendle
Witches but reality in this case turns out to be stranger than
fiction.

The Pendle Witches lived in the early 1600s at a time of religious
persecution and superstition.The protestant king,James I,had
just survived the Catholic gunpowder plot.Catholics and those
suspected of witchcraft (sometimes thought to be one and the
same) came under more scrutiny than ever,and the king
brought in the death penalty for those found guilty of
witchcraft.

It was a dangerous time for two Pendle families,led by two wily
old matriarchs,Demdike and Chattox.Long since widowed,their
existence depended on exaggerating the cures they offered to
local villagers.It would prove to be their undoing.

On a cold lonely road to Colne on a March day in 1612 a man
collapses to the ground paralysed.His name is John Law,a
pedlar from Halifax.Just moments before Demdike’s grand-
daughter,Alison Device,had cursed him.He would not give her
the pins that her grandmother wanted for a spell.

Abraham Law,the pedlar’s son,hauled Alison in front of local
magistrate,Roger Nowell.Alison,overawed by the situation,
confesses and incriminates both her grandmother,Demdike,
and her local rival,Chattox.

The two are interrogated at Ashlar House,and,perhaps wishing
to enhance their local reputation,try to outdo each other with
their stories,including the story of meeting the devil in the
quarry.On April 3rd 1612 Demdike,Chattox,Device,and
Redfearn are committed for trial for witchcraft at Lancaster
Castle.

On Good Friday the Demdike and Device families meet at
Malkin Tower and feast on stolen mutton.Later when Nowell
hears of this meeting he sends a local constable,Henry

Hargreaves to Malkin Tower.There are accusations that they
were plotting to free the imprisoned women and blow up the
castle.

The constable finds human bones and teeth stolen from a
graveyard at St Mary’s and a clay image.James Demdike
confesses to using the image to cause the death of Anne
Townley.The others at the alleged “Witches Sabbath”meeting
are all rounded up and imprisoned in Lancaster Castle.

On August 17th the trial began.The prosecution’s star witness
was nine year old Jennet Device who in court identifies those
who attended the Good Friday meeting,including her mother
Elizabeth and Alice Nutter.This evidence,the confessions
already given,and the vigour of the prosecutors,keen to
ingratiate themselves to James I,meant that the trial was over
after just three days.All the accused swung from the gallows,
except for Demdike,who died as a prisoner before the trial.

The Pendle Witches Story

Designed by the Communications Team, Pendle Borough Council. iJb_2605 08/08

Barley

Newchurch

J13

J14

Colne
Barrowford

Nelson

Pasture Lane

Blacko Bar Road

Jinny Lane

Barley Road

Cr
os

s L
an

e
H

ei
gh

ts
 L

an
e

Barrowford Road

Noggar
th

 Roa
d

Wheatley Lane Road

Ridge Lane

Heritage
Centre

White Bear Pub

A6068

M
65

M
65

Start of Trail

Fence
Harpers Lane

St Annes Way

Walking
with

A walking trail exploring the 
story of the Pendle Witches.

Walking
with

A walking trail exploring the 
story of the Pendle Witches.

Pendle Scenic Road TrailsWitch Way to Pendle

Pendle Witches

Leaflet No 1

More Road Trails…
This Pendle Witches Scenic Road Trail is one of three wonderful scenic road 
trails. The other two trails are equally fascinating and pass through some 
magnificent countryside. Trail 2 is called “Brontës and Browsing” and covers 
Colne, and its famous son Wallace Hartley, as well as the Brontës “Ferndean 
Manor” in Wycoller. Trail 3 is called “Boats and Beams” covering  the West 
Craven area of Pendle. For copies of the other trails call (01282) 661981

More information
More information is available about Pendle in the guides we produce, including a 
Visitor and Accommodation Guide.  There is also a Pendle Witches Walking Trail, 
a longer Road Trail and a DVD. For copies of these guides please contact (01282) 
661981,  or email: tourism@pendle.gov.uk.

This trail was produced by the Tourism Unit of Pendle Borough Council.
www.visitpendle.com

A6068 

A6068 

A56 

A56 
B6251 

Walk Start Point

Information Centre

Bus Route

East Marton

Higherford 

Leeds/Liverpool canal 

Keighley 

Haworth 

Thornton-in-Craven 

Blackpool

Graphic design by The Communications Team, Pendle Borough Council  iJb_2785 10/09

Pendle Scenic Road Trail – Pendle Witches
You will start this road trail at the car-park opposite the Pendle Heritage Centre (1) at Barrowford which you can visit 
now or at the end of your journey. The Centre is easy to find (follow the signs off junction 13 of the M65) and has a 
Tourist Information Centre which has plenty of information about the Pendle Witches. The centre is also the start and 
end point for the Pendle Way. Enjoy this route even more by getting hold of a copy of the Pendle Way guide from the 
Centre. By looking at where The Way passes close by or crosses this scenic road trail, you can plan your own mini 
countryside walks from this trail (please park sensibly and respect residents!).The main points along the route and eating 
and drinking establishments are highlighted.

Directions Points of Interest
Turn right from the Heritage Centre car park and over the 
bridge and turn left at the junction. Continue along the main 
road passing the impressive 17th century inn the White Bear 
on the right. Take the next right turning up Church Street. 

On the right you will pass a wonderful 17th century
building now the Lamb Working Men’s Club. As you
rise along the road take time to take in the views of
Nelson on the left hand side.

The Keith Melling Studio has originals and prints of the
local scenery. Keith is nationally renowned for his landscapes
of the local area and the north of England, and it is worth 
stopping to see his exceptional work

It was at Hoarstones where local boy, Edmund Robinson, 
claimed he was held prisoner by witches on All Hallows 
Eve 1633. 17 witches were convicted, but the verdicts were 
overturned when he admitted that his father had put him
up to it.

It was at Ashlar House that Demdike, Chattox and Anne 
Redfearn were interrogated on 2nd April 1612 and sent for
trial. Elizabeth, James and Jennet Device were also brought 
here on 27th April for questioning. Please respect this is a 
private residence.

The Fence Gate Inn has won several awards including The 
Observer ‘Sunday Lunch of the Year’ award.

Continue along this road following signs for Wheatley Lane 
passing a church and a school on the right and taking no turns
off this road, heading in the direction of Padiham. The 
Sparrow Hawk Inn is on the right. Take care on this road as 
it approaches the village of Fence (2). The pub is also a way 
point on one of “Pendle’s Six Circular Walks” (available at the 
Tourist Information Centre).

Continue along Wheatley Lane Road, through the village. 
Please take it slowly as the road is narrow. Continue along 
this road until the road bends to the right. Follow the road to 
the right. On this short right hand bend is the Keith Melling 
Studio. Shortly after this bend keep your eyes peeled - on the 
left you will notice a road called Hoarstones Avenue. On the 
right is a house called Hoarstones (private residence). Drive on. 
When the road bends to the left, take your first right. The multi 
award-winning Fence Gate Inn is on the right, and further up 
on the left is the Bay Horse. Both renowned for their food and 
drink.

Drive on for half a mile and take the turning for Higham to the 
right. Once you have turned take the left-hand road. You will 
pass St.John’s Church.

Higham (3) is signposted to the right, take this turning past St. 
Johns church.

Turn right just before the Four Alls Inn onto Sabden Rd. The 
road is narrow here so extra care should be taken (but the 
views make up for the road). Turn right to Newchurch (4). 
Parking is limited in Newchurch so please park sensibly when 
visiting its points of interest.

It was the village of Higham which housed the “ghastly” Chattox 
and several of her “victims”. The Four Alls Inn has an interesting 
sign and a stone horse trough. In Newchurch the “Eye of God” 
is to be found on the tower of St Mary’s Church to ward off 
evil. The church is said to house another of the Pendle Witches, 
the family grave of Alice Nutter. Chattox was alleged to have 
desecrated graves in this churchyard to collect skulls and teeth! 
Should you like a souvenir too please use Newchurch’s own 
Witches Galore shop in the village!
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Ribble Valley
Borough Council

Visitor & Accommodation Guides are 
available free for each area by contacting the 
numbers below.

Lancaster
Visitor Information Centre
The Storey, Meeting House Lane, 
Lancaster, LA1 1TH
Tel: (01524) 582394
Email: lancastervic@lancaster.gov.uk
www.visitlancaster.co.uk

Ribble Valley
Clitheroe Visitor Information Centre
Ribble Valley Borough Council
Church Walk, Clitheroe, BB7 2RA
Tel: (01200) 425566
Email: tourism@ribblevalley.gov.uk

Pendle
Discover Pendle Centre
Tel: (01282) 856186
Tourist Information Centre, 
Barnoldswick.
Tel: (01282) 666704
Pendle Herritage Centre
Tel: (01282) 677150
Email: tourism@pendle.gov.uk
www.visitpendle.com

Lancaster

Clitheroe
Pendle

Manchester

London

Finding out more

Pendle

Once the home of wolves and wild boar, it is still an 

untamed place, full of mystery,

On the Trail of the Pendle Witches

Beneath Pendle Hill are the tiny hamlets 
and farms which played a part in the true 
story of the Pendle Witches. It is a story 
which still haunts the traveller today. 
How did nine villagers come to be found 
guilty of witchcraft? And why does 
mystery still surround them even though 
their trial is one of the best documented in 
the world?

On the Trail you will find out about that

fateful year of 1612. You will explore the old 

villages under Pendle Hill where events took 

place. Then you’ll follow the lonely road the 

Pendle Witches took through the Ribble Valley 

to Lancaster Castle where they stood trial. Along 

the way there are places to visit which help piece 

together a mystery which is almost 400  

years old.

The wild beauty of the landscape makes this 

one of the most unspoilt journeys in England.  

You won’t forget the breathtaking drive up the 

narrow Trough of Bowland and the dramatic 

descent into the historic City of Lancaster.

There are an astonishing variety of views which 

span the hills above the River Hodder and take 

in the Lake District mountains and the sea.

The 45 miles can be followed by car, minibus or 

bike. Make the most of the experience by taking 

at least three days, staying at guest houses, hotels 

or farmhouses along the way. There are places 

to visit and many walks to enjoy including the 

classic climb up Pendle Hill.

PENDLE HILL RISES ABOVE THE ANCIENT HUNTING 

GROUND CALLED THE FOREST OF BOWLAND, 

Old Pendle, Old Pendle thou standest alone
‘Twixt Burnley and Clitheroe, Whalley and Colne

Where the Hodder and the Ribble’s fair waters do meet 
with Barley and Downham content at thy feet.

Folksong by Milton-Allan

Downham village and Pendle Hill
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as obsessed w

ith w
itchcraft and his book 

D
aem

onology show
ed local m

agistrates w
hat to look for 

w
hen tracking dow

n w
itches after m

aking the 
practice of w

itchcraft a capital offence.

Local m
agistrates becam

e zealous in 
their pursuit of w

itchcraft, know
ing 

that convictions w
ould find them

 
favour w

ith the K
ing. W

hen the 
Pendle W

itches w
ere put on trial a 

London court clerk, T
hom

as Potts w
as 

asked to m
ake a record of the trial to send 

around the country as a w
arning and a guide 

on finding evidence of w
itchcraft. T

he docum
ent 

w
as dedicated to Sir T

hom
as K

nyvet - the m
an w

ho 
arrested G

uy Faw
kes in the cellars beneath the H

ouses 
of Parliam

ent in the year 1605.

•
 

T
he starting point for the Pendle W

itch Trail is at Pendle  
 

H
eritage C

entre, in B
arrow

ford near N
elson.

•
  

Follow
 the A

682 out of B
arrow

ford to B
lacko. 

 
T

urn left at the sign to R
oughlee.

•
 

A
t the crossroads carry straight on to N

ew
church.

•
  

T
urn right past W

itches G
alore, go up the hill.

•
  

K
eep straight on through B

arley V
illage past the Pendle  

 
Inn, the road bends sharp left to D

ow
nham

.

•
  

G
o past the A

ssheton A
rm

s and follow
 the road to the left, 

 
and keep left.

•
  

T
urn left to C

litheroe follow
ing the A

671.

•
  

Follow
 signs for the C

astle &
 M

useum
 and take tim

e to  
 

explore this historic m
arket tow

n. W
halley A

bbey is just 4  
 

m
iles from

 C
litheroe and m

akes a w
orthw

hile diversion.  
 

T
hen take the B

6478 to W
addington and the Trough of  

 
B

ow
land.

•
  

Follow
 signs to N

ew
ton, past the Parker A

rm
s (B

6478).

•
  

In N
ew

ton V
illage turn left to D

unsop B
ridge.

•
  

G
o through D

unsop B
ridge then turn right to the Trough  

 
of B

ow
land and Lancaster.

•
  

Follow
 signs to Lancaster.

•
   

A
t G

olgotha V
illage turn right, follow

 C
ity C

entre signs.

•
  

W
hen in Lancaster C

ity C
entre follow

 brow
n signs for  

 
C

astle, P
riory and M

useum
s.

•
  

From
 the C

ity C
entre, turn left at D

alton Square in front  
 

of the Tow
n H

all and follow
 signs to C

litheroe via the   
 

Trough of B
ow

land.

•
  

A
fter the Trough of B

ow
land turn left to D

unsop B
ridge  

 
and at N

ew
ton pass through the village and turn right   

 
follow

ing signs to C
litheroe. Pass through W

addington.

•
  

O
n arrival in C

litheroe follow
 signs for C

astle and M
useum

  
 

and take tim
e to explore this historic m

arket tow
n. W

halley  
 

A
bbey is just 4 m

iles from
 C

litheroe and m
akes a  

 
 

w
orthw

hile diversion.

•
  

O
n departure follow

 the m
ain street to the A

671 to 
 

 
C

hatburn.

•
  

T
urn right in front of H

udsons Ices, follow
ing the road  

 
dow

n through D
ow

nham
 going left after the bridge to clim

b  
 

the hill.

•
  

Follow
 road to B

arley and follow
 signs to B

urnley.

•
  

G
o through N

ew
church in Pendle. T

urn left past W
itches  

 
G

alore dow
n Jinny Lane. A

t the crossroads go straight on to  
 

R
oughlee.

•
  

D
rive past B

ay H
orse pub in R

oughlee and at the end of the  
 

road turn right through B
lacko into B

arrow
ford w

here the  
 

Trail finishes at Pendle H
eritage C

entre.

P
lease use these directions w

ith a road atlas or O
.S. M

ap.
T

he route is not suitable for coaches.
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Return completed form with cheque to: 
Discover Pendle Centre
Vivary Way, Colne,
Lancashire, BB8 9NW

I enclose a cheque for £  payable to:
Pendle Borough Council.
Mastercard/Visa/Maestro No. 
Expires
Name
Address

Post Code 
Tel

There are many fascinating guides and books 
about the Pendle Witches.

The following are available by post or by calling with 
a credit/debit card to (01282) 856186. Prices include 
Postage & Packing within the UK.

Publications
Pendle Witches – Walter Bennett  £3.00 
Mist Over Pendle – Robert Neill  £7.30 
Wonderful Discoverie of Witches in the  
Countie of Lancaster – Thomas Potts  £8.25 
Pendle Witches DVD  £16.20 
Pendle photographic book – Alastair Lee  £16.80 

Walks & Cycle Rides
Six Circular Walks in Pendle   £3.00 
Pendle Way   £3.00 
Pendle Three Peaks  £0.75 
Walks in Lancashire Witch Country  £8.48 
Blackburn, Accrington, Burnley A-Z  £6.80 
OS Map Forest of Bowland  £9.30 
OS Map South Pennines  £9.30 
Bowland by Bike  FREE 

Witch Trails
Walking with Witches Walking Trail  FREE 
Witches Road Trail  (shorter version)  FREE 

Many of these guides above are also available to buy 
online from www.visitlancaster.co.uk

Bus service to Barley call Traveline 0870 608 2608.

More information is available about Pendle in the the guides
we produce, including a Visitor and Accommodation Guide to
the area. Also available are two road trails covering the story
of the witches and a witches DVD. For copies of these guides
and for information on other walking routes in Pendle,
contact (01282) 661981, or email: tourism@pendle.gov.uk

Witch Way to Pendle...Ten Amazing Witch Facts

The word witch comes from the Anglo-
Saxon "Wicca" or "Wise one".

Wicca used their "magic" in pagan rites to
bring good harvests.

By the 14th Century people saw a sinister
side to witchcraft.

Unmarried or widowed women would
use their reputation as healers to earn a
living.

In the 15th Century witches were
portrayed flying, astride wolves, goats
and even a shovel, before the
broomstick became a common image.

It was thought that the sound of church
bells could bring down flying witches.

One technique, to prove whether a
person was a witch, "swimming" or
"ducking", was explained in a book
written by James I.

James I also
recommended

looking for the devil’s marks on suspected
witches. Marks such as birthmarks could be
seen as the devil sealing his covenant or
compact with the suspect.

The Witch’s hat was an exaggeration of 17th
Century Puritan hats. Points were associated
with the horns of the devil.

Matthew Hopkins was dubbed the English
"Witchfinder General" after starting his work
in 1645. He was responsible for the hanging
of 68 witches.

Pendle Hill rises majestically above an ancient hunting ground,
once the home of wolves and wild boar,a wild and mysterious
place.Beneath the hill lie pretty villages which tell a story of
intrigue and witchcraft nearly 400 years old.

Many novels have been written about the world famous Pendle
Witches but reality in this case turns out to be stranger than
fiction.

The Pendle Witches lived in the early 1600s at a time of religious
persecution and superstition.The protestant king,James I,had
just survived the Catholic gunpowder plot.Catholics and those
suspected of witchcraft (sometimes thought to be one and the
same) came under more scrutiny than ever,and the king
brought in the death penalty for those found guilty of
witchcraft.

It was a dangerous time for two Pendle families,led by two wily
old matriarchs,Demdike and Chattox.Long since widowed,their
existence depended on exaggerating the cures they offered to
local villagers.It would prove to be their undoing.

On a cold lonely road to Colne on a March day in 1612 a man
collapses to the ground paralysed.His name is John Law,a
pedlar from Halifax.Just moments before Demdike’s grand-
daughter,Alison Device,had cursed him.He would not give her
the pins that her grandmother wanted for a spell.

Abraham Law,the pedlar’s son,hauled Alison in front of local
magistrate,Roger Nowell.Alison,overawed by the situation,
confesses and incriminates both her grandmother,Demdike,
and her local rival,Chattox.

The two are interrogated at Ashlar House,and,perhaps wishing
to enhance their local reputation,try to outdo each other with
their stories,including the story of meeting the devil in the
quarry.On April 3rd 1612 Demdike,Chattox,Device,and
Redfearn are committed for trial for witchcraft at Lancaster
Castle.

On Good Friday the Demdike and Device families meet at
Malkin Tower and feast on stolen mutton.Later when Nowell
hears of this meeting he sends a local constable,Henry

Hargreaves to Malkin Tower.There are accusations that they
were plotting to free the imprisoned women and blow up the
castle.

The constable finds human bones and teeth stolen from a
graveyard at St Mary’s and a clay image.James Demdike
confesses to using the image to cause the death of Anne
Townley.The others at the alleged “Witches Sabbath”meeting
are all rounded up and imprisoned in Lancaster Castle.

On August 17th the trial began.The prosecution’s star witness
was nine year old Jennet Device who in court identifies those
who attended the Good Friday meeting,including her mother
Elizabeth and Alice Nutter.This evidence,the confessions
already given,and the vigour of the prosecutors,keen to
ingratiate themselves to James I,meant that the trial was over
after just three days.All the accused swung from the gallows,
except for Demdike,who died as a prisoner before the trial.

The Pendle Witches Story
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Pendle Scenic Road TrailsGetting to Pendle is easy

Brontës and Browsing

Leaflet No 2

More Road Trails...
This Brontës and Browsing Trail is one of three scenic road trails. The other two 
trails are equally fascinating and pass through some magnificent countryside. Trail 
1 is called “Pendle Witches” and Trail 3 is called “Boats and Beams” covering  the 
West Craven area of Pendle.  To get hold of all the trails call (01282) 856186 or 
email: discoverpendle@pendle.gov.uk

Discover Pendle Centre
Visit the Discover Pendle Centre at Boundary Mill and you will be greeted with 
a warm welcome, and provided with a fantastic insight into Pendle as a visitor 
destination. There is an interactive audio-visual of the area, as well as information 
to take away with you on local accomodation and the many things to see and do 
in Pendle. Call (01282) 856186 or email discoverpendle@pendle.gov.uk

This trail was produced by the Tourism Unit of Pendle Borough Council.
www.visitpendle.com
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DirectionsPoints of Interest

Pendle Scenic Road TrailsWitch Way to Pendle

Pendle Witches

Leaflet No 1

More Road Trails…
This Pendle Witches Scenic Road Trail is one of three wonderful scenic road 
trails. The other two trails are equally fascinating and pass through some 
magnificent countryside. Trail 2 is called “Brontës and Browsing” and covers 
Colne, and its famous son Wallace Hartley, as well as the Brontës “Ferndean 
Manor” in Wycoller. Trail 3 is called “Boats and Beams” covering  the West 
Craven area of Pendle. For copies of the other trails call (01282) 661981

More information
More information is available about Pendle in the guides we produce, including a 
Visitor and Accommodation Guide.  There is also a Pendle Witches Walking Trail, 
a longer Road Trail and a DVD. For copies of these guides please contact (01282) 
661981,  or email: tourism@pendle.gov.uk.

This trail was produced by the Tourism Unit of Pendle Borough Council.
www.visitpendle.com
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Pendle Scenic Road Trail – Pendle Witches
You will start this road trail at the car-park opposite the Pendle Heritage Centre (1) at Barrowford which you can visit 
now or at the end of your journey. The Centre is easy to find (follow the signs off junction 13 of the M65) and has a 
Tourist Information Centre which has plenty of information about the Pendle Witches. The centre is also the start and 
end point for the Pendle Way. Enjoy this route even more by getting hold of a copy of the Pendle Way guide from the 
Centre. By looking at where The Way passes close by or crosses this scenic road trail, you can plan your own mini 
countryside walks from this trail (please park sensibly and respect residents!).The main points along the route and eating 
and drinking establishments are highlighted.

Directions Points of Interest
Turn right from the Heritage Centre car park and over the 
bridge and turn left at the junction. Continue along the main 
road passing the impressive 17th century inn the White Bear 
on the right. Take the next right turning up Church Street. 

On the right you will pass a wonderful 17th century
building now the Lamb Working Men’s Club. As you
rise along the road take time to take in the views of
Nelson on the left hand side.

The Keith Melling Studio has originals and prints of the
local scenery. Keith is nationally renowned for his landscapes
of the local area and the north of England, and it is worth 
stopping to see his exceptional work

It was at Hoarstones where local boy, Edmund Robinson, 
claimed he was held prisoner by witches on All Hallows 
Eve 1633. 17 witches were convicted, but the verdicts were 
overturned when he admitted that his father had put him
up to it.

It was at Ashlar House that Demdike, Chattox and Anne 
Redfearn were interrogated on 2nd April 1612 and sent for
trial. Elizabeth, James and Jennet Device were also brought 
here on 27th April for questioning. Please respect this is a 
private residence.

The Fence Gate Inn has won several awards including The 
Observer ‘Sunday Lunch of the Year’ award.

Continue along this road following signs for Wheatley Lane 
passing a church and a school on the right and taking no turns
off this road, heading in the direction of Padiham. The 
Sparrow Hawk Inn is on the right. Take care on this road as 
it approaches the village of Fence (2). The pub is also a way 
point on one of “Pendle’s Six Circular Walks” (available at the 
Tourist Information Centre).

Continue along Wheatley Lane Road, through the village. 
Please take it slowly as the road is narrow. Continue along 
this road until the road bends to the right. Follow the road to 
the right. On this short right hand bend is the Keith Melling 
Studio. Shortly after this bend keep your eyes peeled - on the 
left you will notice a road called Hoarstones Avenue. On the 
right is a house called Hoarstones (private residence). Drive on. 
When the road bends to the left, take your first right. The multi 
award-winning Fence Gate Inn is on the right, and further up 
on the left is the Bay Horse. Both renowned for their food and 
drink.

Drive on for half a mile and take the turning for Higham to the 
right. Once you have turned take the left-hand road. You will 
pass St.John’s Church.

Higham (3) is signposted to the right, take this turning past St. 
Johns church.

Turn right just before the Four Alls Inn onto Sabden Rd. The 
road is narrow here so extra care should be taken (but the 
views make up for the road). Turn right to Newchurch (4). 
Parking is limited in Newchurch so please park sensibly when 
visiting its points of interest.

It was the village of Higham which housed the “ghastly” Chattox 
and several of her “victims”. The Four Alls Inn has an interesting 
sign and a stone horse trough. In Newchurch the “Eye of God” 
is to be found on the tower of St Mary’s Church to ward off 
evil. The church is said to house another of the Pendle Witches, 
the family grave of Alice Nutter. Chattox was alleged to have 
desecrated graves in this churchyard to collect skulls and teeth! 
Should you like a souvenir too please use Newchurch’s own 
Witches Galore shop in the village!

Pendle Counc
il i_job 2757 0

8/09

Ribble ValleyBorough Council

Visitor & Accommodation Guides are available free for each area by contacting the numbers below.LancasterVisitor Information CentreThe Storey, Meeting House Lane, Lancaster, LA1 1THTel: (01524) 582394Email: lancastervic@lancaster.gov.ukwww.visitlancaster.co.ukRibble ValleyClitheroe Visitor Information CentreRibble Valley Borough CouncilChurch Walk, Clitheroe, BB7 2RATel: (01200) 425566Email: tourism@ribblevalley.gov.ukPendleDiscover Pendle CentreTel: (01282) 856186Tourist Information Centre, Barnoldswick.Tel: (01282) 666704Pendle Herritage CentreTel: (01282) 677150Email: tourism@pendle.gov.ukwww.visitpendle.com

LancasterClitheroePendleManchester

London

Finding out more

Pendle

Once the home of wolves and wild boar, it is still an untamed place, full of mystery,

On the Trail of the Pendle Witches

Beneath Pendle Hill are the tiny hamlets and farms which played a part in the true story of the Pendle Witches. It is a story which still haunts the traveller today. How did nine villagers come to be found guilty of witchcraft? And why does mystery still surround them even though their trial is one of the best documented in the world? On the Trail you will find out about that fateful year of 1612. You will explore the old villages under Pendle Hill where events took place. Then you’ll follow the lonely road the Pendle Witches took through the Ribble Valley to Lancaster Castle where they stood trial. Along the way there are places to visit which help piece together a mystery which is almost 400  years old.

The wild beauty of the landscape makes this one of the most unspoilt journeys in England.  You won’t forget the breathtaking drive up the narrow Trough of Bowland and the dramatic descent into the historic City of Lancaster.

There are an astonishing variety of views which span the hills above the River Hodder and take in the Lake District mountains and the sea. The 45 miles can be followed by car, minibus or bike. Make the most of the experience by taking at least three days, staying at guest houses, hotels or farmhouses along the way. There are places to visit and many walks to enjoy including the classic climb up Pendle Hill.

PENDLE HILL RISES ABOVE THE ANCIENT HUNTING GROUND CALLED THE FOREST OF BOWLAND, 

Old Pendle, Old Pendle thou standest alone ‘Twixt Burnley and Clitheroe, Whalley and Colne Where the Hodder and the Ribble’s fair waters do meet with Barley and Downham content at thy feet. Folksong by Milton-Allan Downham village and Pendle Hill

T
he Year

1612
The Pendle Witches lived at
a turbulent time in England’s 
history. It was an era of 
religious persecution and 
superstition.

 James I was King and he lived 
in fear of rebellion. He had 
survived the Gunpowder Plot of 
1605 where the Catholic plotters 
had tried to blow up the Houses of 
Parliament in an attempt to destroy 
his Protestant rule. 

His fear and anger brought a 
backlash of harsher penalties against 
anyone keeping the Catholic faith. 

His suspicious nature led
to an obsession with

 W
itchcraft.
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England was a country divided and the county 
of Lancashire, which had long been a Catholic 
stronghold, was under the eye of suspicion. 
The Earl of Derby had described the 
county in 1583 as ‘this so unbridled 
and bad an handful of England’. The 
confession by two of the gunpowder 
plotters that they were going to start 
a rising in Lancashire against the 
King added to Lancashire’s reputation 
as a dangerous, lawless place. In 1612 
the King ordered Justices of the Peace 
in Lancashire to report anyone who did not 
take Protestant communion in church and prosecute 
them. The dividing line between magic and religion 
was not clear cut in the 17th century. Protestants often 
spoke of Catholic practices as a form of conjuring, and 
considered their prayers as charms.

King James  was obsessed with witchcraft and his book 
Daemonology showed local magistrates what to look for 

when tracking down witches after making the 
practice of witchcraft a capital offence.

Local magistrates became zealous in 
their pursuit of witchcraft, knowing 
that convictions would find them 
favour with the King. When the 
Pendle Witches were put on trial a 

London court clerk, Thomas Potts was 
asked to make a record of the trial to send 

around the country as a warning and a guide 
on finding evidence of witchcraft. The document 

was dedicated to Sir Thomas Knyvet - the man who 
arrested Guy Fawkes in the cellars beneath the Houses 
of Parliament in the year 1605.

• The starting point for the Pendle Witch Trail is at Pendle  
 Heritage Centre, in Barrowford near Nelson.

•  Follow the A682 out of Barrowford to Blacko. 

 Turn left at the sign to Roughlee.

• At the crossroads carry straight on to Newchurch.

•  Turn right past Witches Galore, go up the hill.

•  Keep straight on through Barley Village past the Pendle  
 Inn, the road bends sharp left to Downham.

•  Go past the Assheton Arms and follow the road to the left, 
 and keep left.

•  Turn left to Clitheroe following the A671.

•  Follow signs for the Castle & Museum and take time to  
 explore this historic market town. Whalley Abbey is just 4  
 miles from Clitheroe and makes a worthwhile diversion.  
 Then take the B6478 to Waddington and the Trough of  
 Bowland.

•  Follow signs to Newton, past the Parker Arms (B6478).

•  In Newton Village turn left to Dunsop Bridge.

•  Go through Dunsop Bridge then turn right to the Trough  
 of Bowland and Lancaster.

•  Follow signs to Lancaster.

•   At Golgotha Village turn right, follow City Centre signs.

•  When in Lancaster City Centre follow brown signs for  
 Castle, Priory and Museums.

•  From the City Centre, turn left at Dalton Square in front  
 of the Town Hall and follow signs to Clitheroe via the   
 Trough of Bowland.

•  After the Trough of Bowland turn left to Dunsop Bridge  
 and at Newton pass through the village and turn right   
 following signs to Clitheroe. Pass through Waddington.

•  On arrival in Clitheroe follow signs for Castle and Museum  
 and take time to explore this historic market town. Whalley  
 Abbey is just 4 miles from Clitheroe and makes a   
 worthwhile diversion.

•  On departure follow the main street to the A671 to  
 Chatburn.

•  Turn right in front of Hudsons Ices, following the road  
 down through Downham going left after the bridge to climb  
 the hill.

•  Follow road to Barley and follow signs to Burnley.

•  Go through Newchurch in Pendle. Turn left past Witches  
 Galore down Jinny Lane. At the crossroads go straight on to  
 Roughlee.

•  Drive past Bay Horse pub in Roughlee and at the end of the  
 road turn right through Blacko into Barrowford where the  
 Trail finishes at Pendle Heritage Centre.

Please use these directions with a road atlas or O.S. Map.
The route is not suitable for coaches.

DIRECTIONS from Pendle

DIRECTIONS from Lancaster
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There are many fascinating guides and books about the Pendle Witches.The following are available by post or by calling with a credit/debit card to (01282) 856186. Prices include Postage & Packing within the UK.PublicationsPendle Witches – Walter Bennett  £3.00 Mist Over Pendle – Robert Neill  £7.30 Wonderful Discoverie of Witches in the  Countie of Lancaster – Thomas Potts  £8.25 Pendle Witches DVD  £16.20 Pendle photographic book – Alastair Lee  £16.80 Walks & Cycle RidesSix Circular Walks in Pendle   £3.00 Pendle Way   £3.00 Pendle Three Peaks  £0.75 Walks in Lancashire Witch Country  £8.48 Blackburn, Accrington, Burnley A-Z  £6.80 OS Map Forest of Bowland  £9.30 OS Map South Pennines  £9.30 Bowland by Bike  FREE Witch TrailsWalking with Witches Walking Trail  FREE Witches Road Trail  (shorter version)  FREE Many of these guides above are also available to buy online from www.visitlancaster.co.uk

Bus service to Barley call Traveline 0870 608 2608.More information is available about Pendle in the the guideswe produce, including a Visitor and Accommodation Guide tothe area. Also available are two road trails covering the storyof the witches and a witches DVD. For copies of these guidesand for information on other walking routes in Pendle,contact (01282) 661981, or email: tourism@pendle.gov.uk

Witch Way to Pendle...Ten Amazing Witch FactsThe word witch comes from the Anglo-Saxon "Wicca" or "Wise one".Wicca used their "magic" in pagan rites tobring good harvests.By the 14th Century people saw a sinisterside to witchcraft.Unmarried or widowed women woulduse their reputation as healers to earn aliving.In the 15th Century witches wereportrayed flying, astride wolves, goatsand even a shovel, before thebroomstick became a common image.It was thought that the sound of churchbells could bring down flying witches.One technique, to prove whether aperson was a witch, "swimming" or"ducking", was explained in a bookwritten by James I.James I alsorecommendedlooking for the devil’s marks on suspectedwitches. Marks such as birthmarks could beseen as the devil sealing his covenant orcompact with the suspect.The Witch’s hat was an exaggeration of 17thCentury Puritan hats. Points were associatedwith the horns of the devil.Matthew Hopkins was dubbed the English"Witchfinder General" after starting his workin 1645. He was responsible for the hangingof 68 witches.

Pendle Hill rises majestically above an ancient hunting ground, once the home of wolves and wild boar,a wild and mysterious place.Beneath the hill lie pretty villages which tell a story of intrigue and witchcraft nearly 400 years old. Many novels have been written about the world famous Pendle Witches but reality in this case turns out to be stranger than fiction. The Pendle Witches lived in the early 1600s at a time of religious persecution and superstition.The protestant king,James I,had just survived the Catholic gunpowder plot.Catholics and those suspected of witchcraft (sometimes thought to be one and the same) came under more scrutiny than ever,and the king brought in the death penalty for those found guilty of witchcraft. It was a dangerous time for two Pendle families,led by two wily old matriarchs,Demdike and Chattox.Long since widowed,their existence depended on exaggerating the cures they offered to local villagers.It would prove to be their undoing.

On a cold lonely road to Colne on a March day in 1612 a man collapses to the ground paralysed.His name is John Law,a pedlar from Halifax.Just moments before Demdike’s grand- daughter,Alison Device,had cursed him.He would not give her the pins that her grandmother wanted for a spell. Abraham Law,the pedlar’s son,hauled Alison in front of local magistrate,Roger Nowell.Alison,overawed by the situation, confesses and incriminates both her grandmother,Demdike, and her local rival,Chattox. The two are interrogated at Ashlar House,and,perhaps wishing to enhance their local reputation,try to outdo each other with their stories,including the story of meeting the devil in the quarry.On April 3rd 1612 Demdike,Chattox,Device,and Redfearn are committed for trial for witchcraft at Lancaster Castle. On Good Friday the Demdike and Device families meet at Malkin Tower and feast on stolen mutton.Later when Nowell hears of this meeting he sends a local constable,Henry

Hargreaves to Malkin Tower.There are accusations that they were plotting to free the imprisoned women and blow up the castle. The constable finds human bones and teeth stolen from a graveyard at St Mary’s and a clay image.James Demdike confesses to using the image to cause the death of Anne Townley.The others at the alleged “Witches Sabbath”meeting are all rounded up and imprisoned in Lancaster Castle. On August 17th the trial began.The prosecution’s star witness was nine year old Jennet Device who in court identifies those who attended the Good Friday meeting,including her mother Elizabeth and Alice Nutter.This evidence,the confessions already given,and the vigour of the prosecutors,keen to ingratiate themselves to James I,meant that the trial was over after just three days.All the accused swung from the gallows, except for Demdike,who died as a prisoner before the trial.
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A walking trail exploring the story of the Pendle Witches.

Pendle Scenic Road Trail – Brontës & Browsing
This Trail takes in Colne Town Centre and the outlying village of Trawden. The trail ends at Boundary Mill Retail Park 
with its famous Boundary Mill Store, but you can easily make Boundary Mill your starting point. Boundary Mill is well 
signposted as you leave the M65 at Junction 14. The Trail starts with a look around the historic town of Colne. It is 
recommended that you park up in Colne and have a walk around, because there are a number of interesting buildings 
that you may only get a glimpse at in your car.

On approaching Colne Train Station you will see a splendid 
viaduct on the left. And look out for the sculpture of ‘Millie’ the 
Millgirl. Go under the viaduct and continue up Albert Road. 
Pendle Leisure Centre (1)  is immediately on your left as soon 
as you go under the viaduct. Continue on Albert Road and you 
will see a Victorian building on the left. Once the town library, it 
is now a chapel.

In front of this building you can see the Monument to Wallace 
Hartley (2) 

Next on the left, just after the Hartley monument are “The 
Muni” (Colne Municipal Hall) (3) and the former Co-operative 
building. 

As you carry on up Albert Road you will catch sight on the left 
of Colne Town Hall (4). Its 80ft tower dominates the town. The 
next block to the Town Hall is the former Shackleton Hall.

Turn left immediately at the Town Hall onto New Market Street. 
Immediately on your right you will see St Bartholomews 
Church (5), just in front of the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre 
(6). Take a right turn at the next main junction into North Valley 
Road. 

Retrace your steps from Empress Mills back to the 
roundabout.

At the roundabout turn left into Skipton Road. At the next set of 
traffic lights go straight up onto Newtown Street and bear right.

continued overleaf

Pendle Leisure Centre copies the terraced roof pattern of 
Colne’s terraced streets and won the Sunday Times Building of 
the Year in 1992.

Wallace Hartley was one of Colne’s famous sons, and 
the heroic bandmaster of the ill-fated Titanic in 1912, who 
continued to play “Nearer my God to Thee” while the ship 
sank.

Colne Municipal Hall, or the “ Muni” as it is known locally, was 
built in 1902 and hosts many artists throughout the year as 
well as one of the country’s largest blues music festivals every 
August Bank Holiday. The Co-operative building was built in 
1907 and was the first department store in the country to use 
steel reinforced concrete in its construction.

Colne Town Hall is designed by famous architect Alfred 
Waterhouse and was opened in 1894 by Samuel Catlow, 
the town’s first mayor. At the entrance is reputedly the 
country’s largest flagstone.  It measures 10ft x 9ft and is 
5 inches thick!

Shackleton Hall was built in 1888 and named after J W 
Shackleton for 50 years service to the Colne society.

North Valley Road is a continuation of Vivary Way which gets 
its name from the “Vivers” –  the Lord of the Manor’s lake in 
medieval times which was stocked with fish. The De Lacey 
family were lords of the manor, of which Colne was a part, until 
1311, when the Royal House of Lancaster took over.

Go straight up at the traffic lights and straight up at the next 
roundabout. On your left is Glyde Works, inside which is 
Empress Mills (7). This is a good stopping off place for those 
who have an interest in fabrics, textile design, sewing, cross-
stitching, dress and clothes making. The Centre sells many 
products and also runs courses.

continued overleaf
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Pendle Scenic Road TrailsGetting to Pendle is easy

Boats and Beams

Leaflet No 3

More Road Trails...
This Brontës and Browsing Trail is one of three scenic road trails. The other two 
trails are equally fascinating and pass through some magnificent countryside. Trail 
1 is called “Pendle Witches” and Trail 3 is called “Boats and Beams” covering  the 
West Craven area of Pendle.  To get hold of all the trails call (01282) 856186 or 
email: discoverpendle@pendle.gov.uk

Discover Pendle Centre
Visit the Discover Pendle Centre at Boundary Mill and you will be greeted with 
a warm welcome, and provided with a fantastic insight into Pendle as a visitor 
destination. There is an interactive audio-visual of the area, as well as information 
to take away with you on local accomodation and the many things to see and do 
in Pendle. Call (01282) 856186 or email discoverpendle@pendle.gov.uk

This trail was produced by the Tourism Unit of Pendle Borough Council.
www.visitpendle.com
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DirectionsPoints of Interest

Pendle Scenic Road TrailsWitch Way to Pendle

Pendle Witches

Leaflet No 1

More Road Trails…
This Pendle Witches Scenic Road Trail is one of three wonderful scenic road 
trails. The other two trails are equally fascinating and pass through some 
magnificent countryside. Trail 2 is called “Brontës and Browsing” and covers 
Colne, and its famous son Wallace Hartley, as well as the Brontës “Ferndean 
Manor” in Wycoller. Trail 3 is called “Boats and Beams” covering  the West 
Craven area of Pendle. For copies of the other trails call (01282) 661981

More information
More information is available about Pendle in the guides we produce, including a 
Visitor and Accommodation Guide.  There is also a Pendle Witches Walking Trail, 
a longer Road Trail and a DVD. For copies of these guides please contact (01282) 
661981,  or email: tourism@pendle.gov.uk.

This trail was produced by the Tourism Unit of Pendle Borough Council.
www.visitpendle.com
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Pendle Scenic Road Trail – Pendle Witches
You will start this road trail at the car-park opposite the Pendle Heritage Centre (1) at Barrowford which you can visit 
now or at the end of your journey. The Centre is easy to find (follow the signs off junction 13 of the M65) and has a 
Tourist Information Centre which has plenty of information about the Pendle Witches. The centre is also the start and 
end point for the Pendle Way. Enjoy this route even more by getting hold of a copy of the Pendle Way guide from the 
Centre. By looking at where The Way passes close by or crosses this scenic road trail, you can plan your own mini 
countryside walks from this trail (please park sensibly and respect residents!).The main points along the route and eating 
and drinking establishments are highlighted.

Directions Points of Interest
Turn right from the Heritage Centre car park and over the 
bridge and turn left at the junction. Continue along the main 
road passing the impressive 17th century inn the White Bear 
on the right. Take the next right turning up Church Street. 

On the right you will pass a wonderful 17th century
building now the Lamb Working Men’s Club. As you
rise along the road take time to take in the views of
Nelson on the left hand side.

The Keith Melling Studio has originals and prints of the
local scenery. Keith is nationally renowned for his landscapes
of the local area and the north of England, and it is worth 
stopping to see his exceptional work

It was at Hoarstones where local boy, Edmund Robinson, 
claimed he was held prisoner by witches on All Hallows 
Eve 1633. 17 witches were convicted, but the verdicts were 
overturned when he admitted that his father had put him
up to it.

It was at Ashlar House that Demdike, Chattox and Anne 
Redfearn were interrogated on 2nd April 1612 and sent for
trial. Elizabeth, James and Jennet Device were also brought 
here on 27th April for questioning. Please respect this is a 
private residence.

The Fence Gate Inn has won several awards including The 
Observer ‘Sunday Lunch of the Year’ award.

Continue along this road following signs for Wheatley Lane 
passing a church and a school on the right and taking no turns
off this road, heading in the direction of Padiham. The 
Sparrow Hawk Inn is on the right. Take care on this road as 
it approaches the village of Fence (2). The pub is also a way 
point on one of “Pendle’s Six Circular Walks” (available at the 
Tourist Information Centre).

Continue along Wheatley Lane Road, through the village. 
Please take it slowly as the road is narrow. Continue along 
this road until the road bends to the right. Follow the road to 
the right. On this short right hand bend is the Keith Melling 
Studio. Shortly after this bend keep your eyes peeled - on the 
left you will notice a road called Hoarstones Avenue. On the 
right is a house called Hoarstones (private residence). Drive on. 
When the road bends to the left, take your first right. The multi 
award-winning Fence Gate Inn is on the right, and further up 
on the left is the Bay Horse. Both renowned for their food and 
drink.

Drive on for half a mile and take the turning for Higham to the 
right. Once you have turned take the left-hand road. You will 
pass St.John’s Church.

Higham (3) is signposted to the right, take this turning past St. 
Johns church.

Turn right just before the Four Alls Inn onto Sabden Rd. The 
road is narrow here so extra care should be taken (but the 
views make up for the road). Turn right to Newchurch (4). 
Parking is limited in Newchurch so please park sensibly when 
visiting its points of interest.

It was the village of Higham which housed the “ghastly” Chattox 
and several of her “victims”. The Four Alls Inn has an interesting 
sign and a stone horse trough. In Newchurch the “Eye of God” 
is to be found on the tower of St Mary’s Church to ward off 
evil. The church is said to house another of the Pendle Witches, 
the family grave of Alice Nutter. Chattox was alleged to have 
desecrated graves in this churchyard to collect skulls and teeth! 
Should you like a souvenir too please use Newchurch’s own 
Witches Galore shop in the village!
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Ribble ValleyBorough Council

Visitor & Accommodation Guides are available free for each area by contacting the numbers below.LancasterVisitor Information CentreThe Storey, Meeting House Lane, Lancaster, LA1 1THTel: (01524) 582394Email: lancastervic@lancaster.gov.ukwww.visitlancaster.co.ukRibble ValleyClitheroe Visitor Information CentreRibble Valley Borough CouncilChurch Walk, Clitheroe, BB7 2RATel: (01200) 425566Email: tourism@ribblevalley.gov.ukPendleDiscover Pendle CentreTel: (01282) 856186Tourist Information Centre, Barnoldswick.Tel: (01282) 666704Pendle Herritage CentreTel: (01282) 677150Email: tourism@pendle.gov.ukwww.visitpendle.com

LancasterClitheroePendleManchester

London

Finding out more

Pendle

Once the home of wolves and wild boar, it is still an untamed place, full of mystery,

On the Trail of the Pendle Witches

Beneath Pendle Hill are the tiny hamlets and farms which played a part in the true story of the Pendle Witches. It is a story which still haunts the traveller today. How did nine villagers come to be found guilty of witchcraft? And why does mystery still surround them even though their trial is one of the best documented in the world? On the Trail you will find out about that fateful year of 1612. You will explore the old villages under Pendle Hill where events took place. Then you’ll follow the lonely road the Pendle Witches took through the Ribble Valley to Lancaster Castle where they stood trial. Along the way there are places to visit which help piece together a mystery which is almost 400  years old.

The wild beauty of the landscape makes this one of the most unspoilt journeys in England.  You won’t forget the breathtaking drive up the narrow Trough of Bowland and the dramatic descent into the historic City of Lancaster.

There are an astonishing variety of views which span the hills above the River Hodder and take in the Lake District mountains and the sea. The 45 miles can be followed by car, minibus or bike. Make the most of the experience by taking at least three days, staying at guest houses, hotels or farmhouses along the way. There are places to visit and many walks to enjoy including the classic climb up Pendle Hill.

PENDLE HILL RISES ABOVE THE ANCIENT HUNTING GROUND CALLED THE FOREST OF BOWLAND, 

Old Pendle, Old Pendle thou standest alone ‘Twixt Burnley and Clitheroe, Whalley and Colne Where the Hodder and the Ribble’s fair waters do meet with Barley and Downham content at thy feet. Folksong by Milton-Allan Downham village and Pendle Hill

T
he Year

1612
The Pendle Witches lived at
a turbulent time in England’s 
history. It was an era of 
religious persecution and 
superstition.

 James I was King and he lived 
in fear of rebellion. He had 
survived the Gunpowder Plot of 
1605 where the Catholic plotters 
had tried to blow up the Houses of 
Parliament in an attempt to destroy 
his Protestant rule. 

His fear and anger brought a 
backlash of harsher penalties against 
anyone keeping the Catholic faith. 

His suspicious nature led
to an obsession with

 W
itchcraft.
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England was a country divided and the county 
of Lancashire, which had long been a Catholic 
stronghold, was under the eye of suspicion. 
The Earl of Derby had described the 
county in 1583 as ‘this so unbridled 
and bad an handful of England’. The 
confession by two of the gunpowder 
plotters that they were going to start 
a rising in Lancashire against the 
King added to Lancashire’s reputation 
as a dangerous, lawless place. In 1612 
the King ordered Justices of the Peace 
in Lancashire to report anyone who did not 
take Protestant communion in church and prosecute 
them. The dividing line between magic and religion 
was not clear cut in the 17th century. Protestants often 
spoke of Catholic practices as a form of conjuring, and 
considered their prayers as charms.

King James  was obsessed with witchcraft and his book 
Daemonology showed local magistrates what to look for 

when tracking down witches after making the 
practice of witchcraft a capital offence.

Local magistrates became zealous in 
their pursuit of witchcraft, knowing 
that convictions would find them 
favour with the King. When the 
Pendle Witches were put on trial a 

London court clerk, Thomas Potts was 
asked to make a record of the trial to send 

around the country as a warning and a guide 
on finding evidence of witchcraft. The document 

was dedicated to Sir Thomas Knyvet - the man who 
arrested Guy Fawkes in the cellars beneath the Houses 
of Parliament in the year 1605.

• The starting point for the Pendle Witch Trail is at Pendle  
 Heritage Centre, in Barrowford near Nelson.

•  Follow the A682 out of Barrowford to Blacko. 

 Turn left at the sign to Roughlee.

• At the crossroads carry straight on to Newchurch.

•  Turn right past Witches Galore, go up the hill.

•  Keep straight on through Barley Village past the Pendle  
 Inn, the road bends sharp left to Downham.

•  Go past the Assheton Arms and follow the road to the left, 
 and keep left.

•  Turn left to Clitheroe following the A671.

•  Follow signs for the Castle & Museum and take time to  
 explore this historic market town. Whalley Abbey is just 4  
 miles from Clitheroe and makes a worthwhile diversion.  
 Then take the B6478 to Waddington and the Trough of  
 Bowland.

•  Follow signs to Newton, past the Parker Arms (B6478).

•  In Newton Village turn left to Dunsop Bridge.

•  Go through Dunsop Bridge then turn right to the Trough  
 of Bowland and Lancaster.

•  Follow signs to Lancaster.

•   At Golgotha Village turn right, follow City Centre signs.

•  When in Lancaster City Centre follow brown signs for  
 Castle, Priory and Museums.

•  From the City Centre, turn left at Dalton Square in front  
 of the Town Hall and follow signs to Clitheroe via the   
 Trough of Bowland.

•  After the Trough of Bowland turn left to Dunsop Bridge  
 and at Newton pass through the village and turn right   
 following signs to Clitheroe. Pass through Waddington.

•  On arrival in Clitheroe follow signs for Castle and Museum  
 and take time to explore this historic market town. Whalley  
 Abbey is just 4 miles from Clitheroe and makes a   
 worthwhile diversion.

•  On departure follow the main street to the A671 to  
 Chatburn.

•  Turn right in front of Hudsons Ices, following the road  
 down through Downham going left after the bridge to climb  
 the hill.

•  Follow road to Barley and follow signs to Burnley.

•  Go through Newchurch in Pendle. Turn left past Witches  
 Galore down Jinny Lane. At the crossroads go straight on to  
 Roughlee.

•  Drive past Bay Horse pub in Roughlee and at the end of the  
 road turn right through Blacko into Barrowford where the  
 Trail finishes at Pendle Heritage Centre.

Please use these directions with a road atlas or O.S. Map.
The route is not suitable for coaches.

DIRECTIONS from Pendle

DIRECTIONS from Lancaster

The

Trail
Witches

Pendle • Ribble Valley • LancasterReturn completed form with cheque to: Discover Pendle CentreVivary Way, Colne,Lancashire, BB8 9NW

I enclose a cheque for £  payable to:Pendle Borough Council.Mastercard/Visa/Maestro No. ExpiresNameAddressPost Code Tel

There are many fascinating guides and books about the Pendle Witches.The following are available by post or by calling with a credit/debit card to (01282) 856186. Prices include Postage & Packing within the UK.PublicationsPendle Witches – Walter Bennett  £3.00 Mist Over Pendle – Robert Neill  £7.30 Wonderful Discoverie of Witches in the  Countie of Lancaster – Thomas Potts  £8.25 Pendle Witches DVD  £16.20 Pendle photographic book – Alastair Lee  £16.80 Walks & Cycle RidesSix Circular Walks in Pendle   £3.00 Pendle Way   £3.00 Pendle Three Peaks  £0.75 Walks in Lancashire Witch Country  £8.48 Blackburn, Accrington, Burnley A-Z  £6.80 OS Map Forest of Bowland  £9.30 OS Map South Pennines  £9.30 Bowland by Bike  FREE Witch TrailsWalking with Witches Walking Trail  FREE Witches Road Trail  (shorter version)  FREE Many of these guides above are also available to buy online from www.visitlancaster.co.uk

Bus service to Barley call Traveline 0870 608 2608.More information is available about Pendle in the the guideswe produce, including a Visitor and Accommodation Guide tothe area. Also available are two road trails covering the storyof the witches and a witches DVD. For copies of these guidesand for information on other walking routes in Pendle,contact (01282) 661981, or email: tourism@pendle.gov.uk

Witch Way to Pendle...Ten Amazing Witch FactsThe word witch comes from the Anglo-Saxon "Wicca" or "Wise one".Wicca used their "magic" in pagan rites tobring good harvests.By the 14th Century people saw a sinisterside to witchcraft.Unmarried or widowed women woulduse their reputation as healers to earn aliving.In the 15th Century witches wereportrayed flying, astride wolves, goatsand even a shovel, before thebroomstick became a common image.It was thought that the sound of churchbells could bring down flying witches.One technique, to prove whether aperson was a witch, "swimming" or"ducking", was explained in a bookwritten by James I.James I alsorecommendedlooking for the devil’s marks on suspectedwitches. Marks such as birthmarks could beseen as the devil sealing his covenant orcompact with the suspect.The Witch’s hat was an exaggeration of 17thCentury Puritan hats. Points were associatedwith the horns of the devil.Matthew Hopkins was dubbed the English"Witchfinder General" after starting his workin 1645. He was responsible for the hangingof 68 witches.

Pendle Hill rises majestically above an ancient hunting ground, once the home of wolves and wild boar,a wild and mysterious place.Beneath the hill lie pretty villages which tell a story of intrigue and witchcraft nearly 400 years old. Many novels have been written about the world famous Pendle Witches but reality in this case turns out to be stranger than fiction. The Pendle Witches lived in the early 1600s at a time of religious persecution and superstition.The protestant king,James I,had just survived the Catholic gunpowder plot.Catholics and those suspected of witchcraft (sometimes thought to be one and the same) came under more scrutiny than ever,and the king brought in the death penalty for those found guilty of witchcraft. It was a dangerous time for two Pendle families,led by two wily old matriarchs,Demdike and Chattox.Long since widowed,their existence depended on exaggerating the cures they offered to local villagers.It would prove to be their undoing.

On a cold lonely road to Colne on a March day in 1612 a man collapses to the ground paralysed.His name is John Law,a pedlar from Halifax.Just moments before Demdike’s grand- daughter,Alison Device,had cursed him.He would not give her the pins that her grandmother wanted for a spell. Abraham Law,the pedlar’s son,hauled Alison in front of local magistrate,Roger Nowell.Alison,overawed by the situation, confesses and incriminates both her grandmother,Demdike, and her local rival,Chattox. The two are interrogated at Ashlar House,and,perhaps wishing to enhance their local reputation,try to outdo each other with their stories,including the story of meeting the devil in the quarry.On April 3rd 1612 Demdike,Chattox,Device,and Redfearn are committed for trial for witchcraft at Lancaster Castle. On Good Friday the Demdike and Device families meet at Malkin Tower and feast on stolen mutton.Later when Nowell hears of this meeting he sends a local constable,Henry

Hargreaves to Malkin Tower.There are accusations that they were plotting to free the imprisoned women and blow up the castle. The constable finds human bones and teeth stolen from a graveyard at St Mary’s and a clay image.James Demdike confesses to using the image to cause the death of Anne Townley.The others at the alleged “Witches Sabbath”meeting are all rounded up and imprisoned in Lancaster Castle. On August 17th the trial began.The prosecution’s star witness was nine year old Jennet Device who in court identifies those who attended the Good Friday meeting,including her mother Elizabeth and Alice Nutter.This evidence,the confessions already given,and the vigour of the prosecutors,keen to ingratiate themselves to James I,meant that the trial was over after just three days.All the accused swung from the gallows, except for Demdike,who died as a prisoner before the trial.
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A walking trail exploring the story of the Pendle Witches.

Pendle Scenic Road Trail – Brontës & Browsing
This Trail takes in Colne Town Centre and the outlying village of Trawden. The trail ends at Boundary Mill Retail Park 
with its famous Boundary Mill Store, but you can easily make Boundary Mill your starting point. Boundary Mill is well 
signposted as you leave the M65 at Junction 14. The Trail starts with a look around the historic town of Colne. It is 
recommended that you park up in Colne and have a walk around, because there are a number of interesting buildings 
that you may only get a glimpse at in your car.

On approaching Colne Train Station you will see a splendid 
viaduct on the left. And look out for the sculpture of ‘Millie’ the 
Millgirl. Go under the viaduct and continue up Albert Road. 
Pendle Leisure Centre (1)  is immediately on your left as soon 
as you go under the viaduct. Continue on Albert Road and you 
will see a Victorian building on the left. Once the town library, it 
is now a chapel.

In front of this building you can see the Monument to Wallace 
Hartley (2) 

Next on the left, just after the Hartley monument are “The 
Muni” (Colne Municipal Hall) (3) and the former Co-operative 
building. 

As you carry on up Albert Road you will catch sight on the left 
of Colne Town Hall (4). Its 80ft tower dominates the town. The 
next block to the Town Hall is the former Shackleton Hall.

Turn left immediately at the Town Hall onto New Market Street. 
Immediately on your right you will see St Bartholomews 
Church (5), just in front of the Pendle Hippodrome Theatre 
(6). Take a right turn at the next main junction into North Valley 
Road. 

Retrace your steps from Empress Mills back to the 
roundabout.

At the roundabout turn left into Skipton Road. At the next set of 
traffic lights go straight up onto Newtown Street and bear right.

continued overleaf

Pendle Leisure Centre copies the terraced roof pattern of 
Colne’s terraced streets and won the Sunday Times Building of 
the Year in 1992.

Wallace Hartley was one of Colne’s famous sons, and 
the heroic bandmaster of the ill-fated Titanic in 1912, who 
continued to play “Nearer my God to Thee” while the ship 
sank.

Colne Municipal Hall, or the “ Muni” as it is known locally, was 
built in 1902 and hosts many artists throughout the year as 
well as one of the country’s largest blues music festivals every 
August Bank Holiday. The Co-operative building was built in 
1907 and was the first department store in the country to use 
steel reinforced concrete in its construction.

Colne Town Hall is designed by famous architect Alfred 
Waterhouse and was opened in 1894 by Samuel Catlow, 
the town’s first mayor. At the entrance is reputedly the 
country’s largest flagstone.  It measures 10ft x 9ft and is 
5 inches thick!

Shackleton Hall was built in 1888 and named after J W 
Shackleton for 50 years service to the Colne society.

North Valley Road is a continuation of Vivary Way which gets 
its name from the “Vivers” –  the Lord of the Manor’s lake in 
medieval times which was stocked with fish. The De Lacey 
family were lords of the manor, of which Colne was a part, until 
1311, when the Royal House of Lancaster took over.

Go straight up at the traffic lights and straight up at the next 
roundabout. On your left is Glyde Works, inside which is 
Empress Mills (7). This is a good stopping off place for those 
who have an interest in fabrics, textile design, sewing, cross-
stitching, dress and clothes making. The Centre sells many 
products and also runs courses.
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Pendle Scenic Road Trail – Pendle Witches
You will start this road trail at the car park opposite the Pendle Heritage Centre (1) at Barrowford which you can 
visit now or at the end of your journey. The Centre is easy to find (follow the signs off junction 13 of the M65) and 
has a Tourist Information Centre which has plenty of information about the Pendle Witches. The centre is also the 
start and end point for the Pendle Way. Enjoy this route even more by getting hold of a copy of the Pendle Way 
guide from the centre. By looking at where The Way passes close by or crosses this scenic road trail, you can plan 
your own mini countryside walks from this trail (please park sensibly and respect residents!).The main points along 
the route and eating and drinking establishments are highlighted.

Directions
Turn right from the Heritage Centre car park and over the bridge 
and turn left at the junction. Continue along the main road passing 
the impressive 17th century inn the White Bear on the right. Take 
the next right, turning up Church Street. 

Continue along this road following signs for Wheatley Lane. 
Pass a church and a school on the right and taking no turns
off this road, heading in the direction of Padiham. The Sparrow 
Hawk Inn is on your right. Take care on this road as it approaches 
the village of Fence (2). The pub is also a way point on one of 
Pendle’s Eight Circular Walks (available at the Tourist Information 
Centre) and from www.visitpendle.com.

Continue along Wheatley Lane Road, through the village. Please 
take it slowly as the road is narrow. Continue along this road until 
the road bends to the right. Follow the road to the right. On this 
short right hand bend is the Keith Melling Studio. Shortly after 
this bend keep your eyes peeled - on the left you will notice a 
road called Hoarstones Avenue. On the right is a house called 
Hoarstones (private residence). Drive on. When the road bends to 
the left, take your first right. The multi award-winning Fence Gate 
Inn is on the right, and further up on the left is the Bay Horse. 
Both are renowned for their food and drink.

Drive on for half a mile and take the turning for Higham to the 
right. Once you have turned, take the left-hand road. You will pass 
St.John’s Church.

Higham (3) is signposted to the right, take this turning past St. 
Johns Church.

Turn right just before the Four Alls Inn onto Sabden Road.
The road is narrow here so take extra care (but the views make 
up for the road). Turn right to Newchurch (4). Parking is limited 
in Newchurch so please park sensibly when visiting its points of 
interest.

Points of Interest
On the right you will pass a wonderful 17th century
building now the Lamb Working Men’s Club. As you
rise along the road take time to take in the views of
Nelson on the left hand side.

The Keith Melling Studio has originals and prints of the
local scenery. Keith is nationally renowned for his landscapes
of the local area and the north of England. It’s worth stopping to 
see his exceptional work

It was at Hoarstones where local boy, Edmund Robinson, 
claimed he was held prisoner by witches on All Hallows Eve 
1633. Seventeen witches were convicted, but the verdicts were 
overturned when he admitted that his father had put him
up to it.

It was at Ashlar House that Demdike, Chattox and Anne Redfearn 
were interrogated on 2nd April 1612 and sent for trial. Elizabeth, 
James and Jennet Device were also brought here on 27th April for 
questioning. Please respect the fact that this house is a private 
residence.

The Fence Gate Inn has won several awards including The 
Observer Sunday Lunch of the Year award.

The village of Higham. The Pendle Witch nicknamed Chattox was 
accused of turning the ale sour at Higham and bewitching the 
landlord’s cow to death. The Four Alls Inn has an interesting sign 
and a stone horse trough. In Newchurch the “Eye of God” is to be 
found on the tower of St Mary’s Church to ward off evil. Chattox 
was alleged to have desecrated graves in this churchyard to 
collect skulls and teeth! Should you like a souvenir too please use 
Newchurch’s own Witches Galore shop in the village!

Road to Downham

SAT NAV 
BB9 6JQ

START OF TRAIL
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Pendle Scenic Road Trails No 1

Pendle Witches
The views are spectacular and you will notice a tower in the 
distance, Blacko Tower which you will also see on the final leg. 
(Blacko Tower is situated on private property.)

Roughlee Old Hall is often referred to as “Witches Hall” as this 
was said to have been the home of Alice Nutter one of the Pendle 
Witches who was hanged at Lancaster. Please respect this is a 
private residence.

Dominating the skyline is the wonderful Pendle Hill.  George Fox 
founder of the Quaker Movement climbed this hill in 1652 and 
wrote “I was moved of the lord to go up to the top of this hill… I 
saw the sea bordering upon Lancashire; and from the top of this 
hill the lord let me see in what places he had a great people to 
be gathered”. This inspirational vision lead to him founding the 
Quaker Movement

The comedian Billy Connolly used to play music at the Pendle Inn 
before his comic fame. 

For those able to climb the hill, it takes approximately one  
hour of steady climbing but is well worth the slog for the 
breathtaking views of the surrounding countryside, the Lake 
District and, on a clear day, the Isle of Man. Access to the 
footpath is along Ings Farm Road with plenty of parking 
opportunities along the road. For routes visit the Barley Cabin or 
www.visitpendle.com

St Leonard’s Church was built in 1909 except for the 15th 
Century tower. Queen Mary is said to have remarked that the view 
from the porch is the “most beautiful in all the land”. Behind the 
church is Downham Hall. The village, home to the Assheton 
family since 1558, is also home to the BBC series Born and Bred 
and was the location for the film Whistle Down The Wind.

The composer Francis Duckworth lived in Rimington and 
attended the chapel at Stopper Lane. He is best known for 
the tune Rimington. The chapel is now a private house with a 
commemorative plaque.

Gisburn’s Jennet Preston was arrested for being at the Good Friday 
gathering of the Pendle Witches at Malkin Tower and causing the 
death by charms and sorcery of Thomas Lister of Westby Hall. She 
was found guilty and hanged on 29th July 1612 at York (3 weeks 
before the Lancaster hangings).

Blacko Tower, sometimes called Stansfield Tower or Jonathon’s 
Folly, was built in 1890 by Jonathon Stansfield in order to see into 
Yorkshire! 

The statue of Alice Nutter was unveiled in 2012 for the 400th 
anniversary of the Pendle Witches Trail of 1612. It’s a sensible 
portrayal of the woman from Roughlee who was executed as a 
witch. Created by Pendle man David Palmer.

Has this trail whetted your appetite about the Pendle 
Witches? You can find out more in the many books on 
sale from the Pendle Heritage Centre Tel: 01282 661701 
or from the Discover Pendle Centre. Tel: 01282 856186.

Directions Points of Interest
Turn right down Jinny Lane to Roughlee (5).
At  the  junction turn right then immediately left signposted Blacko 
and Barrowford (the road you want is nearly straight up and slightly 
to the right from the junction you are at) passing the statue of 
Alice Nutter, one of the so called Pendle Witches. Continue along 
the road to the Bay Horse pub (currently closed) on the left, 
and park in the pub car park for the short walk to Roughlee Old 
Hall.  With your back to the pub turn left, until you come to your 
next road on the left. Facing down this road, go down the passage 
which can be seen on your right, past the cottages and Roughlee 
Old Hall is on your left.

Return to your car, turn right out of the car park and go back 
along the road that you came in on. Turn right towards Barley (3/4 
mile). Entering into Barley (6) there is ample parking at Barley 
picnic site with toilets, café and an information point. Turn right 
out of Barley Car Park and right at the junction. On the left is the 
Pendle Inn.

Further on the right is the Barley Mow restaurant where  
traditional food may be tasted and a little further on are the 
Barley Tearooms for a well deserved cream tea. Leaving Barley 
follow the road around the imposing yet wonderful Foot of Pendle 
and turn left at the signpost towards Downham.

Next we visit the lovely village of Downham (7). As you enter 
the village turn right over the bridge, then left up the hill with the 
church of St. Leonards on the left and the Assheton Arms on the 
right.

Driving past the Assheton Arms, take the left hand road out of the 
village, and take the right turn towards Rimington (do not take the 
Stopper Lane turn). Rimington (8) is a small, pretty village.

Drive on for about a mile past Rimington and then turn left 
towards Gisburn (9) a charming village but alas peaceful it is not, 
as it is situated along the busy A59. However, there is an ancient 
and beautiful church, St. Mary’s, with a 13th century porch and 
impressive 14th century tower. The well known composer, Francis 
Duckworth, is buried in the church’s graveyard.

Retrace your route towards Nelson on the A682. Our next stop 
is Blacko (10) and its famous tower, earlier viewed en route to 
Roughlee. Once again lovely views of Pendle Hill can be seen to 
the right. You will see the Moorcock Inn on your left which is 
a good place to stop and admire the view (but be careful of the 
bend!). Continue down this road and you will see Blacko Tower on 
the left. Leaving Blacko continue along this road, dropping down 
into Barrowford and once more turning left at the old toll house 
signposted for Pendle Heritage Centre and then turn left into the 
Heritage Centre car park, completing your journey.

18th March 1612 - Alizon Device, 
granddaughter of Demdike is begging on the 
road to Colne.
  
A pedlar refuses her some pins, she appears 
to paralyse him with a curse.

30th March 1612 - Alizon Device confesses to 
witchcraft.  At the same time she incriminates 
her grandmother, Demdike, and another elderly 
woman, Chattox. She tells how the ale at the 
Inn at Higham was turned sour and how the 
landlord’s son was bewitched to death using a 
clay image. 

2nd April 1612 - Demdike, Chattox and her 
daughter, Anne Redfearn are interrogated 
at Ashlar House. Demdike confesses to evil 
deeds, claiming that the devil came to her and 
sucked her blood leaving her stark mad.

3rd April 1612 - Demdike, Chattox and Anne 
Redfearn, Chattox’s daughter are sent to 
Lancaster Castle to stand trail for witchcraft.

Good Friday 1612 - A party of people gather 
at Malkin Tower, Demdike’s home.  They plot 
to kill the Keeper at Lancaster Castle, blow up 
the Castle and free the imprisoned women.

Late April - Investigations take place around 
Malkin Tower.  Incriminating evidence found 
includes human bones stolen from graves at 
Newchurch and a clay image used by James 
Device to cause the death of a neighbour.

Three more of the Device family along with 
Alice Nutter, a gentlewoman from Roughlee, 
are taken away, questioned and imprisoned at 
Lancaster Castle to await trial.  

Demdike dies in prison before the trial begins.

17th August 1612 - The ‘Witches Trial’ begins 
at Lancaster Castle.

20th August 1612 - After being found guilty, 
nine Pendle people are hanged at Lancaster in 
front of huge crowds.

St Mary’s, Newchurch
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